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| Abstract |

Italy has been affected for a long time by a fertility decline. Whilst lower fertility rates were initially more
prominent in northern and central regions, the trend has inversed in the past twenty years and currently
central and southern regions show the lowest fertility levels. This article observes that main factors behind low
fertility are found in structural constraints of the labour market and in underdeveloped social investment
policies. The article further describes recent policies to counteract low fertility in Italy. Also due to a prolonged
austerity policy implemented from the 1990s due to pressures from the European Union, welfare politics in
Italy does not seem to actively pursue a pro-natalist and social investment oriented agenda of social policy
reforms.

Hues

Agenzia Entrate. (2023). Le agevolazioni “prima casa under 36”. https://www.agenziaentrate.gov.it/portale/agevolazioni-prima—
casa—under-36. 2023. 8. 29.

Arpino, B., Tavares, L. P. (2013). Fertility and values in Italy and Spain: a look at regional differences within the European context.
Population Review, 52(1): 62-86.

Ascoli, U., Ranci, C., & Sgritta, G. B. (Eds.) (2015). /nvestire nel Sociale. La Difficile Innovazione del Welfare Italiano, Bologna:
Il Mulino.

Ballanti, P. (2023). Bonus 2023: quali sono quelli attivi e quali in arrivo. https://www.leggioggi.it/bonus—2023-attivi-e-in-arrivo/.
2023. 8. 29.

Barbieri, P., Bozzon, R., Scherer, S., & Grotti, R. (2015). The rise of a Latin model? Family and fertility consequences of
employment instability in Italy and Spain.

Bonoli, G., & Reber, F. (2010). The political economy of childcare in OECD countries: explaining cross—national variation in
spending and coverage rates. European Journal of Political Research, 49(1): 97-118.

Brilli, Y., Del Boca, D., & Pronzato, C. D. (2013). Does child care availability play a role in maternal employment and children’s
development? Evidence from ltaly. Review of Economics of the Household.

Cazzola, A., Pasquini, L., & Angeli, A. (2016). The relationship between unemployment and fertility in ltaly. A time-series
analysis. Demographic Research, 34(1).

Del Boca, D. (2002). The effect of child care and part time opportunities on participation and fertility decisions in Italy. Discussion
Paper n.427, IZA.

Del Boca, D., Pasqua, S., & Pronzato, C. D. (2009). Motherhood and market decisions in institutional context: a European
perspective. Oxford Economic Papers, 61: 147-171.

Dipartimento per le politiche della famiglia. (2020). La nuova carta della famiglia. https://famiglia.governo.it/it/politiche-e-
attivita/comunicazione/notizie/la-nuova—-carta-della-famiglia/ 2023. 8. 29.

Dipartimento per le Politiche Giovanili e il Servizio Civile Universale. (2023). Bonus per giovani: tutte le agevolazioni del 2023.
https://giovani2030.it/iniziativa/bonus—per—giovani-tutte-le—agevolazioni-del-2023/ 2023. 8. 29.

Hinrichs, K., & Jessoula, M. (Eds.) (2012). Labour Market Flexibility and Pension Reforms Flexible Today, Secure Tomorrow?,
Basingstoke: Palgrave.

Hong, I. (Eds.) (2018). Social Security Systems in Key Countries: ltaly (vol. 7). Sejong: KIHASA, Nanam [in Korean: 20|%! 2|. (2018).
Q0| AB|2NE7-0[Z2(0t2| AISEARE. MIE: StEEZIALS ST, LY ]

Hong, I., Kang, J., & Lee, J. (2023). Better job prospects or an imperative to ‘just work’? A cross—national study on social
investment and women’s employment. /nternational Journal of Social Welfare. 32(3): 383-421.



34

44
2]
Hl
i
o
Rl
gy
o
oo
K
oA
12
=]
0lo

Hong, I., & Lee, J. (2021). Does Social Investment make the Labour Market ‘Flow’? Family Policies and Institutional
Complementarities in ltaly, Spain, Japan and South Korea. In Y. J. Choi, T. Fleckenstein, & S. C. Lee (Eds.), We/fare Reform
and Social Investment Policy in Europe and East Asia, Policy Press.

INPS. (2023a). Assegno unico e universale per i figli a carico. https://wwuw.inps.it/it/it/dettaglio-scheda.schede-servizio-
strumento.schede-servizi.assegno-unico-e-universale—per-i-figli-a—carico-55984.assegno-unico—e-universale-per—i-
figli-a—carico.htm| 2023. 8. 29.

INPS. (2023b). Indennita di maternita/paternita per lavoratrici e lavoratori autonomi. https://www.inps.it/it/it/dettaglio-scheda.
schede-servizio—strumento.schede—servizi.indennit—di-maternit—paternit—per—-lavoratrici-e—lavoratori-autonomi-50585.ind
ennit-di-maternit-paternit-per-lavoratrici-e—lavoratori-autonomi.htm| 2023. 8. 29.

Istat. (2023). Indicatori di fecondita.

Kazepov, Y., & Ranci, C. (2017). Is every country fit for social investment? Italy as an adverse case. Journal of European Social
Policy, 27(1): 90-104.

Ledn, M., & Pavolini, E. (2014). ‘Social investment’ or back to ‘familism’: the impact of the economic crisis on family and care
policies in Italy and Spain. South Furopean Society & Politics, 19(3): 353-369.

Luppi, F., Arpino, B., & Rosina, A. (2020). The impact of COVID-19 on fertility plans in Italy, Germany, France, Spain, and the
United Kingdom. Demographic Research, 43(47): 1399-1412.

Mills, M., Mencarini, L., Tanturri, M. L., & Begall, K. (2008). Gender equity and fertility intentions in Italy and the Netherlands.
Demographic Research, 18(1): 1-26.

Papadopoulos, T., & Roumpakis, A. (2015). Democracy, austerity and crisis: Southern Europe and the decline of the European
social model. In' S. Romano, & G. Punziano (Eds.) 7he European Social Model Adrift, Farnham and Burlington: Ashgate, pp
189-212.

Riva, G. (2023). Sorpresa: nell’ultimo testo del Pnrr saltano oltre 36 mila posti negli asili nido. https://espresso.repubblica.it/
economia/2023/07/05/news/pnrr_asili_nido-406701350/?fbclid=IwAR1TPO9yAY9G 1vsbipeSR-4VwmeljFix_NHb3QNeF_Tz
hXrdrmDcwwurzoA 2023. 8. 29.

Sirianni, S. (2023). Bonus asilo nido, ci sara anche nel 2023: cosa ¢’'é da sapere. https://www.iodonna.it/attualita/famiglia—e-
lavoro/2023/01/13/bonus-asilo—nido—-2023-requisiti-come-chiederlo/ 2023. 8. 29.

Ticonsiglio. (2023a). Assegno maternita dello Stato 2023: importo e domanda INPS. https://www:.ticonsiglio.com/assegno—
maternita—dello-stato/ 2023. 8. 29.

Ticonsiglio. (2023b). Maternita obbligatoria 2023: come funziona il congedo, novita e guida INPS. https://www.ticonsiglio.com/
maternita—obbligatoria/ 2023. 8. 29.

Vignoli, D., Rinesi, F., & Mussino, E. (2011). A home to plan the first child? fertility intentions and housing conditions in Italy.
Working paper 2011. 4., Universita degli Studi di Firenze.



